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PERTH MODERN SCHOOL — RELOCATION 

109. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Premier: 

I refer to this morning’s announcement that this government has listened to the community and will retain 
Perth Modern School as an academically select school. Can the Premier explain how a new school at 
Kitchener Park will relieve pressure on inner-city high schools, including Mount Lawley Senior High School? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, please, a little bit of quiet. We would like to hear the answer. You might not like to 
hear it, but I would. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
It is great to hear from a local MP who actually appreciates something being done for his community, unlike the 
member for Nedlands. It is true that we this morning announced a new high school at the Kitchener Park site. 
That will involve a transformation of the area around the existing Subiaco Oval. We are looking for a range of 
developments that will ensure that there not only is a new high school for the inner city, but also are 
opportunities for more people to live in proximity to the city and to the commercial heart of Subiaco. That will 
provide more opportunities for people to access the businesses, the restaurant strip, the supermarkets and the 
shops and the like of Subiaco. I think the people of Subiaco, and particularly the businesses of Subiaco, will 
welcome this. One of the results of moving the stadium away from Subiaco has been a loss of trade for the 
businesses of Subiaco, so today’s measure is about not just providing an outstanding educational opportunity for 
the people of the inner city, but also revitalising the inner city with a comprehensive development plan that uses 
the space around the oval to provide more opportunities for people to live there. 
I would just like to deal with the argument around population density. Over the course of the next decade, the 
population of City Beach will go backwards by one per cent. The population of Perth city will increase by 
51 per cent; North Perth by 16.4 per cent; Mt Lawley by 10 per cent; Mt Hawthorn and Leederville by 
13.9 per cent; and Wembley and West Leederville by 12.9 per cent. We are actually building the school where it 
is required and where it is needed, so this is the right decision for the students and families of the inner city. The 
Liberal Party does not seem to want to build schools near where the children are. We actually want to provide 
schools in proximity to where the students are. The reason members opposite are all so sour faced and angry is 
that they were not able to do it. 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Manager of opposition business, you keep asking a question that no-one is answering. You 
should be able to get that they are not going to answer. I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Liberal Party and the National Party had eight years in which to do that. We have to 
remember, going back in history, that it was the Liberal Party that closed Swanbourne Senior High School, 
Hollywood Senior High School and Scarborough Senior High School. It closed those schools and commenced 
the planning for the closure of City Beach Senior High School, which is what we have had to address through 
this decision today. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members on both sides of the house, please: I want to hear the answers to the questions, and so 
does Hansard. 
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